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and it might seem unworthy of his magnanimity to
send the last scion of the House of Valois to the
scaffold. Instead, therefore, of being led out to
execution, the Count was locked up in the Bastille,
while Entragues and his daughter were released.

Early in the new year (1605) the King was again
in amorous correspondence with Henriette, begging
her to love him, to whom all the rest of the world
compared with her was as nothing. Mile, de Beuil,
now Countess of Moret, was indeed retained, as a
refuge when the mistress was spiteful and the wife
sulky. Before long the resources of the royal harem
were further extended by the addition of a third
publicly acknowledged mistress. Mary of Medici
appeared to resent her husband's infidelities less
violently, now, when she shared his affections with
many, than when she dreaded the dangerous in-
fluence of Henriette d'Entragues alone. The irreg-
ularity of the King's conduct was perhaps the less
displeasing to her, because it compelled him to buy
her complaisance by shutting his eyes to the scan-
dalous favour and unbounded influence of Concini
and his wife, Leonora.

Shortly after the conspiracy of the Entragues,
discovery was made of a plot to betray Marseilles,
Beziers and other towns in the South to the Span-
iards. In the North they were again treating with
Bouillon, who was disappointed by the refusal of
the Huguenot Assembly which met in 1605 at
Chatelleraut, to countenance his opposition to the
King. Henry at length lost patience with this
troublesome intriguer. He advanced upon Sedan